The Book of Mormon
1 Nephi Chapter 11
1 Nephi 11:1–3
1 For it came to pass after I had desired to know the things that my father had seen, and believing that the Lord was able to make them known unto me, as I sat pondering in mine heart I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord, yea, into an exceedingly high mountain, which I never had before seen, and upon which I never had before set my foot.
2 And the Spirit said unto me: Behold, what desirest thou?

3 And I said: I desire to behold the things which my father saw.
President Marion G. Romney [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] said, “I have in mind saying a few words about the two most important mediums of communication known to man. First, prayer—the means by which men address God—and, second, about revelation—the means by which God communicates to men.

I suppose that when we speak of prayer most of us think about the prayers we offer as we gather around our tables, kneel beside our beds, or hear in our church meetings.

In addition, however, it may properly be said that prayer includes other means by which men address God.

Nephi doesn’t use the word prayer in introducing his account of his great vision. …


There is no doubt in my mind but that Nephi’s pondering was in essence a prayer.” (April 1978 General Conference, Prayer and Revelation)
President Marion G. Romney [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] said, “Pondering is, in my feeling, a form of prayer. It has, at least, been an approach to the Spirit of the Lord on many occasions. Nephi tells us of one such occasion: … “after I had desired to know the things that my father had seen, and believing that the Lord was able to make them known unto me, as I sat pondering in mine heart I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord …”
Then follows Nephi’s account of the great vision he was given by the Spirit of the Lord, because he believed the words of his prophet father and had such a great desire to know more that he pondered and prayed about them.

President Joseph F. Smith tells us that “on the third of October, in the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, I sat in my room pondering over the Scriptures. …”

“As I pondered over these things which are written,” President Smith continued, “the eyes of my understanding were opened, and the Spirit of the Lord rested upon me, …” (April 1973 General Conference, Magnifying One’s Calling in the Priesthood)
Elder Robert D. Hales [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Brothers and sisters, can we see the pattern? Every major event of the Restoration—the First Vision, the appearance of Moroni and the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, the restoration of the priesthood, and the appearance of Jesus Christ following the dedication of His holy temple—was preceded by prayer.
Since that time, 116 temples have been dedicated. I have attended a number of these sacred meetings. Dedicatory prayers have been offered. The Holy Ghost has been present in abundance. During these times, among many others, I have felt the undeniable witness of the Spirit of God, like a fire burning in my heart, that the restored gospel is true.

How did I learn these things? Nephi gives a clear and compelling account of the process, which includes desiring, believing, having faith, pondering, and then following the Spirit. Let’s hear it as related by Nephi: ‘For it came to pass after I had desired to know the things that my father had seen [in a vision of the tree of life], and believing that the Lord was able to make them known unto me, as I sat pondering in mine heart I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord, yea, … the Spirit [spoke] unto me.’” (October 2003 General Conference, Receiving a Testimony of the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ)
Elder Delbert L. Stapley [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Nephi, the son of Lehi, although fully believing the words of his father regarding his vision, was nevertheless desirous that he might see and hear and know for himself of those things witnessed by his father. He had faith that the vision of his father could be shown him by the gift and power of the Holy Ghost. Nephi was granted his wish after he, too, had humbly and diligently supplicated the Lord in prayer for this privilege.” (April 1966 General Conference, The Vision of Lehi)
Walter F. González [Of the Presidency of the Seventy] said, “Eternal principles will take root in us as we take time not only to read the teachings of the prophets and the scriptures but also to ponder them in the spirit of prayer. Nephi, for example, took time to sit and ponder. By so doing, he was exposed to doctrinal pearls. Take the time to do what the Lord has directed us to do: “Treasure these things up in your hearts, and let the solemnities of eternity rest upon your minds.” In a world that increasingly demands more of our time, it is essential that we take time to ponder in our homes, so that we may understand divine doctrine and its principles. As the Savior said, ‘Go ye unto your homes, and ponder upon these things … that ye may understand, and prepare your minds for the morrow.’” (October 2007 General Conference, Today Is the Time)
Elder Craig C. Christensen [Of the Presidency of the Seventy] said, “As Nephi “sat pondering in [his] heart,” he was carried “away in the Spirit … Because of his believing heart and his diligent efforts, Nephi was blessed with a marvelous experience. He received a witness of the forthcoming birth, life, and Crucifixion of the Savior Jesus Christ; he saw the coming forth of the Book of Mormon and the Restoration of the gospel in the last days—all as a result of his sincere desire to know for himself.
These personal experiences with the Lord prepared Nephi for the adversity and challenges he would soon face. They enabled him to stand strong even when others in his family were struggling. He could do this because he had learned for himself and he knew for himself. He had been blessed with his own testimony.” (October 2014 General Conference, I Know These Things of Myself)
Elder Spencer J. Condie [Of the Seventy] said, “From the Book of Mormon we read of the young prophet Nephi who also beheld a vision on a mountain. Once he had envisioned the promised land, he could not be dissuaded from building a ship that would take him there. Once parents have a vision of a son dressed in a missionary suit or of a daughter in the temple dressed in white, then family home evening, family prayer, and scripture study assume their proper place in every home. From Moses and Nephi we learn that a leader must have a vision of the work which lies ahead.” (April 1990 General Conference, Some Scriptural Lessons on Leadership)
Julie B. Beck [First Counselor in the Young Women General Presidency] said, “A friend of mine suggested that I start looking for questions that the Lord asks us in the scriptures and ponder them. Since then I have discovered many important questions such as “What desirest thou?” and “What think ye of Christ?” I keep a list of those questions in the back of my scriptures. I often choose one to think about in quiet moments because pondering enlightens my mind that I “might understand the scriptures.” …

Whichever way a person starts studying the scriptures, the key to unlocking important knowledge is to keep studying.” (April 2004 General Conference, My Soul Delighteth in the Scriptures)
1 Nephi 11:4–13
No relevant comments
1 Nephi 11:14–15
14 And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me; and he said unto me: Nephi, what beholdest thou?

15 And I said unto him: A virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.
President Gordon B. Hinckley [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “And so Eve became God’s final creation, the grand summation of all of the marvelous work that had gone before.

Notwithstanding this preeminence given the creation of woman, she has so frequently through the ages been relegated to a secondary position. She has been put down. She has been denigrated. She has been enslaved. She has been abused. And yet some few of the greatest characters of scripture have been women of integrity, accomplishment, and faith.

We have Esther, Naomi, and Ruth of the Old Testament. We have Sariah of the Book of Mormon. We have Mary, the very mother of the Redeemer of the world. We have her as the chosen of God, described by Nephi as “a virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.”

She it was who carried the child Jesus into Egypt to save His life from the wrath of Herod. She it was who nurtured Him in His boyhood and young manhood. She stood before Him when His pain-wracked body hung upon the cross on Calvary’s hill. In His suffering He said to her, “Woman, behold thy son!” And to His disciple in a plea that he care for her, He said, ‘Behold thy mother!’” (October 2004 General Conference, The Women in Our Lives)
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “When Jesus was born into mortality, his parents were God the Eternal Father and Mary, whom Nephi saw in a heavenly vision as “a virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.” He is God’s Only Begotten Son, the only one who ever has or ever will be born on earth of such parentage. Because of his mortal nature, inherited from his mother, he had “the power of mortality, which is the power to die, … to separate body and spirit.” Because of his divine nature, inherited from his Father, he had ‘the power of immortality, which is the power to live forever; or, having chosen to die, … to rise again in immortality.’” (October 1993 General Conference, Our Lord and Savior)
Elder Gordon B. Hinckley [Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “If the Book of Mormon is true then Jesus is the Son of God, the Only Begotten of the Father in the flesh, born of Mary, “a virgin most beautiful above all other virgins,” for the book so testifies in a description unexcelled in all literature.” (October 1959 General Conference, The Stick of Joseph)
1 Nephi 11:4–17
1 Nephi 11:30
Elder William R. Bradford [Of the Seventy] said, “As you examine your list of basics, the next question would be, do I study the scriptures? If you do, you know that Lehi saw a rod of iron, which, interpreted, means the word of God. Those who held to the rod, using it as a guide at all times, came safely through the mist of darkness and arrived at the tree of life and partook of its glorious fruit.

Now the question again: do you study the scriptures? I solemnly testify that the holy scriptures are the word of God. Constant study of them is the act of holding to the iron rod. They will guide you to the tree of life.” (April 1992 General Conference, Unclutter Your Life)
1 Nephi 11:16
16 And he said unto me: Knowest thou the condescension of God?
Elder Robert D. Hales [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “God knows all these things. His Son, Jesus Christ, was at His right hand and participated with Him in the creation of this world and many other worlds. This is the same Jesus who came to earth as a babe in Bethlehem. This is what the scriptures mean when they speak of the condescension of God.” (October 1997 General Conference, In remembrance of Jesus)
Elder Gordon B. Hinckley [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Well did an angel ask a prophet who had foreseen these things in vision: “Knowest thou the condescension of God?” I suppose none of us can fully understand that—how the great Jehovah should come among men, his birth in a manger, among a hated people, in a vassal state. But at his birth there was an angelic chorus that sang of his glory. There were shepherds who worshiped him. There was a new star in the east. There were wise men who traveled far to bring tribute of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. One can surmise they touched those tiny hands in wonder and awe as they presented their gifts to the newborn king.” (April 1978 General Conference, “Be Not Faithless”)
1 Nephi 11:17
17 And I said unto him: I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.

Elder Taniela B. Wakolo [Of the Seventy] said, “A verse from the Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ powerfully describes the Savior’s perfect love: “And the world, because of their iniquity, shall judge him to be a thing of naught; … they scourge him, … they smite him, … they spit upon him, and he suffereth it, because of his loving kindness and his long-suffering towards the children of men.” The Savior’s universal love is the motivating force behind all that He does. We know that it is the same love our Father in Heaven has for us, because the Savior humbly taught that He and the Father ‘are one.’” (April 2021 General Conference, God Loves His Children)
Elder Neil L. Andersen [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “We know that God loves all His children and is no respecter of persons. “He denieth none that come unto him, … male [or] female; … and all are alike unto God.”

As surely as we know that God’s love is “alike” for His sons and His daughters, we also know that He did not create men and women exactly the same. We know that gender is an essential characteristic of both our mortal and eternal identity and purpose. Sacred responsibilities are given to each gender.” (October 2013 General Conference, Power in the Priesthood)
Elder Russell M. Nelson [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Though we don’t know all things, [Compared with the omniscience of our Creator, we know relatively little about dinosaurs or the details of the Creation, for example. But this we do know: “Verily I say unto you, in that day when the Lord shall come, he shall reveal all things—things which have passed, and hidden things which no man knew, things of the earth, by which it was made, and the purpose and the end thereof—things most precious, things that are above, and things that are beneath, things that are in the earth, and upon the earth, and in heaven.”] we know that God lives and that He loves us.” (April 2002 General Conference, How Firm Our Foundation & Note 39)
Elder Allen D. Haynie [Of the Seventy] said, “Although avoidance of sin is the preferred pattern in life, as far as the efficacy of the Atonement of Jesus Christ is concerned, it matters not what sins we have committed or how deep we have sunk into that proverbial pit. It matters not that we are ashamed or embarrassed because of the sins that, as the prophet Nephi said, “so easily beset” us. It matters not that once upon a time we traded our birthright for a mess of pottage.

What does matter is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, suffered “pains and afflictions and temptations of every kind” so “that he may know according to the flesh how to succor his people.” What does matter is that He was willing to condescend, to come to this earth and descend “below all things” and suffer “more powerful contradictions than any man” ever could.” (October 2015 General Conference, Remembering in Whom We Have Trusted)
President Emily Belle Freeman [Young Women General President] said, “On that night, the Lord stood beside Jacob, introduced Himself as the God of Jacob’s father, and then promised:

· I am with you.

· I will keep you safe.

· I will bring you home again.

· I will not leave you.

· I will keep my promise to you. …


Just as He did for Jacob, the Lord will answer each of us in our day of distress if we choose to tether our life with His. He has promised to walk with us in the way. …

His is a mission of condescension. Jesus Christ will meet us where we are as we are. This is the why of the garden, the cross, and the tomb. The Savior was sent to help us overcome. But staying where we are won’t bring the deliverance we seek. Just as He didn’t leave Jacob there in the dirt, the Lord doesn’t intend to leave any of us where we are.” (October 2023 General Conference, Walking in Covenant Relationship with Christ)
Elder Brook P. Hales [Of the Seventy] said, “An important and comforting doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that our Heavenly Father has perfect love for His children. Because of that perfect love, He blesses us not only according to our desires and needs but also according to His infinite wisdom. As simply stated by the prophet Nephi, ‘I know that [God] loveth his children.’” (April 2019 General Conference, Answers to Prayer)
Elder Neil L. Andersen [Of the Presidency of the Seventy] said, “Our spiritual journey is the process of a lifetime. We do not know everything in the beginning or even along the way. Our conversion comes step-by-step, line upon line. …
We then remain steady and patient as we progress through mortality. At times, the Lord’s answer will be, “You don’t know everything, but you know enough”—enough to keep the commandments and to do what is right. Remember Nephi’s words: “I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.’” (October 2008 General Conference, You Know Enough)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “God, who oversees the interlacings of galaxies, stars, and worlds, asks us to confess His hand in our personal lives, too. Have we not been reassured about the fall of one sparrow and that the very hairs of our heads are numbered? God is in the details! Just as the Lord knows all of His vast creations, He also knows and loves each in any crowd—indeed, He knows and loves each and all of mankind! …

Perplexing things will still happen, but, like Nephi, we can still know that God loves us, a felicitous and fundamental fact which can and will sustain us through so much!

How can we know that God is aware of us and loves us? He tells us by the scriptures—likewise, by our honestly counting the blessings and bestowals of His grace in our lives. Most of all, He tells us by the still, small voice of the Spirit!” (October 2002 General Conference, Encircled in the Arms of His Love)
Elder Kenneth Johnson [Of the Seventy] said, “It is not necessary for us to know the answer to every question or comprehend the reason for every challenge we face to feel secure in the knowledge of our divine Creator. In the words of Nephi, “I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.’” (April 1994 General Conference, We All Have a Father in Whom We Can Trust)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Nephi, “had a great knowledge of the goodness … of God,” hence Nephi’s firm declaration: “I know that [God] loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.” If we have a love of God and know His goodness, we will trust Him, even when we are puzzled or perplexed.” (October 1999 General Conference, Lessons from Laman and Lemuel)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Submissiveness also checks our tendency to demand advance explanations of the Lord as a perplexed yet trusting Nephi understood: “I know that [God] loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.”

So did a wondering but submissive Mary: “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.”

Just as the capacity to defer gratification is a sign of real maturity, likewise the willingness to wait for deferred explanation is a sign of real faith and of trust spread over time.” (April 1985 General Conference, “Willing to Submit”)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “The valiant among us keep moving forward anyway, because they know the Lord loves them, even when they ‘do not know the meaning of all things.’” (April 2001 General Conference, “Plow in Hope”)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Since certain recollections are withheld, we do not now see the end from the beginning. But God does. Meanwhile, we are in what might be called “the murky middle.” Therein, however, we can still truly know that God loves us, individually and perfectly, even though we cannot always explain the meaning of all things happening to us or around us.” (April 1984 General Conference, The Great Plan of the Eternal God)
1 Nephi 11:18–20
18 And he said unto me: Behold, the virgin whom thou seest is the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of the flesh.

19 And it came to pass that I beheld that she was carried away in the Spirit; and after she had been carried away in the Spirit for the space of a time the angel spake unto me, saying: Look!

20 And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing a child in her arms.
21 And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?
Elder A. Theodore Tuttle [Of the First Council of the Seventy] said, “I am grateful that we have had restored to us today, another witness that this is so. This witness comes from the Book of Mormon. Nephi saw in vision that Mary was to be the mother of the Son of God after the manner of the flesh.” (October 1960 General Conference, Need for Witness of the Spirit)
Brian K. Ashton [Second Counselor in the Sunday School General Presidency] said, “During mortality, Heavenly Father provides us with the conditions we need to progress within His plan. The Father begot Jesus Christ in the flesh and provided Him with divine help to fulfill His mortal mission. Heavenly Father will likewise help each of us if we will strive to keep His commandments.” ( October 2018 General Conference, The Father)
Elder Robert E. Wells [Of the Seventy] said, “First is the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ, which is central to understanding the entire plan of salvation. He is the First Begotten Son of the Father in the premortal existence and the Only Begotten Son of the Father on earth. God the Eternal Father is the literal parent of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and of His other spirit children.

When we refer to the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ, we are also referring to His role as a God in the premortal sphere. This Firstborn Son of Elohim the Father was chosen and ordained in the primeval councils in heaven to be the Savior of the yet-to-be-born race of mortals. … 

The “divine Sonship” also refers to the designation “Only Begotten Son in the flesh.” Ancient and modern scriptures use the title “Only Begotten Son” to emphasize the divine nature of Jesus Christ. This title signifies that Jesus’ physical body was the offspring of a mortal mother and of an immortal Eternal Father, which verity is crucial to the Atonement, a supreme act that could not have been accomplished by an ordinary man.” (October 1995 General Conference, Our Message to the World)
President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “I testify that Christ was born into mortality with Mary as His mother and our Heavenly Father as His father.” (October 1988 General Conference, I Testify)

Elder John M. Madsen [Of the Seventy] said, “But who is this “child”? Who is this “son”? And “whose son is he”? Who is this “mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,” spoken of by Isaiah? The Book of Mormon “verifies and clarifies” who he is!

He is Jesus Christ, born into this world, as the “Only Begotten Son” of God “the Eternal Father,” and the Son of Mary, “after the manner of the flesh.’” (April 1993 General Conference, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God)
Susan H. Porter [First Counselor in the Primary General Presidency] said, “Elder Jeffrey R. Holland taught: “The first great commandment of all eternity is to love God with all of our heart, might, mind, and strength—that’s the first great commandment. But the first great truth of all eternity is that God loves us with all of His heart, might, mind, and strength.”

How can each of us know deep in our souls that great truth of eternity?

The prophet Nephi was shown in a vision the most powerful evidence of God’s love. Upon viewing the tree of life, Nephi asked to know the interpretation thereof. In answer, an angel showed Nephi a city, a mother, and a baby. As Nephi looked upon the city of Nazareth and the righteous mother Mary, holding the infant Jesus in her arms, the angel declared, “Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father!”

At that sacred moment, Nephi understood that in the birth of the Savior, God was showing forth His pure and complete love. God’s love, Nephi testified, ‘sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men.’” (October 2021 General Conference, God’s Love: The Most Joyous to the Soul)
Elder Gerrit W. Gong [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Apostles and prophets foresaw and rejoiced in the foreordained mission of the Lamb of God. John in the Old World and Nephi in the New World testified of “the Lamb of God,” ‘yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father[,] … the Redeemer of the world.’” (April 2019 General Conference, Good Shepherd, Lamb of God)
Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi [Of the Seventy] said, “Nephi desired to see father Lehi’s dream—the tree of life—and he did. Then Nephi also saw the beautiful baby Jesus. And the angel asked, “Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?”

Nephi replied, “Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.”

Before we came to this earth, our Heavenly Father gently and peacefully placed in our bosoms “the love of God.” In Heavenly Father’s eyes, you are a very special child.” (April 2000 General Conference, Heavenly Father Has a Special Plan)
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Only Jesus, because he is the Only Begotten Son, could make the infinite and eternal atonement so we can be at one with our Heavenly Father. When Jesus was born into mortality, his parents were God the Eternal Father and Mary, whom Nephi saw in a heavenly vision as “a virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.” He is God’s Only Begotten Son, the only one who ever has or ever will be born on earth of such parentage. …

‘It was because of … this intermixture of the divine and the mortal in one person, that our Lord was able to work out the infinite and eternal atonement. … He had power to live or to die, as he chose, and having laid down his life, he had power to take it again, and then, in a way incomprehensible to us, to pass on the effects of that resurrection to all men so that all shall rise from the tomb.’” (October 1993 General Conference, Our Lord and Savior)
1 Nephi 11:22
22 And I answered him, saying: Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.
Elder David A. Bednar [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “[The central feature in Lehi’s dream is the tree of life—a representation of ‘the love of God.’ “‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ “The birth, life, and atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ are the greatest manifestations of God’s love for His children. As Nephi testified, this love was ‘most desirable above all things’ and ‘most joyous to the soul.’ …]” (April 2023 General Conference, “Abide in Me, and I in You; Therefore Walk with Me”, Note 18)
Elder D. Todd Christofferson [Of the Presidency of the Seventy] said, “Your Heavenly Father wants you to pray about your hopes and fears, your friends and family, your school and work, and the needs of those around you. Most of all, you should pray to be filled with the love of Christ. This love is given to those who are true followers of Jesus Christ, who ask for it with all the energy of their heart. This love is the fruit of the tree of life, and tasting it is a major part of your conversion because once you have felt your Savior’s love for you, even the smallest part, you will feel secure, and a love for Him and for your Heavenly Father will grow within you. In your heart you will want to do what these holy beings ask of you.” (April 2004 General Conference, When Thou Art Converted)
Elder Henry B. Eyring [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “You and those you love will receive the word of God by obeying it. That will allow them to feel His love. That is one of the great blessings of the gift of the Holy Ghost. When we feel that love we can know that our course in life is approved of God. That is the feast of the delicious fruit described in the Book of Mormon.” (October 2003 General Conference, An Enduring Testimony of the Mission of the Prophet Joseph)
President Dallin H. Oaks [First Counselor in the First Presidency] taught, “What has Jesus Christ done for each of us? He has done everything that is essential for our journey through mortality toward the destiny outlined in the plan of our Heavenly Father. I will speak of four of the principal features of that plan. In each of these, His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, is the central figure. Motivating all of this is ‘the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.’” (April 2021 General Conference, What Has Our Savior Done for Us?)
Elder D. Todd Christofferson [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Keeping the Lord’s commandments enables us more fully and more easily to feel His love. The strait and narrow path of the commandments leads directly to the tree of life, and the tree and its fruit, the sweetest and “most desirable above all things,” are a representation of the love of God and fill the soul “with exceedingly great joy.” Said the Savior:

“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.

‘These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.’” (October 2019 General Conference, The Joy of the Saints)
Elder F. Enzio Busche [Of the First Quorum of the Seventy] said, “This love that Christ is teaching us is not the same as the world’s love. It does not mean just to love the one who is nice, who behaves well and is respected, powerful, and influential. Our Heavenly Father, through his prophets in these latter days, calls us to develop the love of God as a power from above that cannot be threatened through outward circumstances. This love of God, according to the prophet Nephi of the Book of Mormon, has to be achieved and is ‘the most desirable above all things.’” (April 1982 General Conference, Love Is the Power That Will Cure the Family)
Elder David B. Haight [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “God accomplishes His purposes heart to heart. The prophet Nephi helps us to understand this: “It is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.”

The depth and magnitude of God’s love for all of His children is emphasized in the writings of John: ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’” (October 1982 General Conference, Love All)
Mary N. Cook [First Counselor in the Young Women General Presidency] said, “Father Lehi described to his sons the challenges facing different groups of people seeking the tree of life, “whose fruit was desirable to make one happy.” This tree represented the love of God.” (April 2009 General Conference, A Virtuous Life—Step by Step)
Elder George Q. Cannon [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Is it as the Apostle John said, “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren?” We love one another because we have bowed in obedience to the truth which God has revealed, and through the reception of the Holy Spirit of promise we have the love of God in our hearts. If mankind loved the truth and would examine these things, they would see something desirable about this work, and they would be prompted to investigate. But the difficulty now is, as it has been in every age when God has attempted to establish his work upon the earth—men in general are blinded by the traditions of their fathers. This, and the love of ease, and popularity, and other worldly objects that surround them, prevent men from seeing the work of God in its true light, and blinds them to their highest interests.” (Discourse delivered in the Bowery, Salt Lake City, July 21, 1867; Journal of Discourses, 19:200)
1 Nephi 11:23
23 And he spake unto me, saying: Yea, and the most joyous to the soul.
President Dallin H. Oaks [First Counselor in the First Presidency] taught, “Overarching God’s plan and all of His commandments is His love for each of us, which is “most desirable above all things … and the most joyous to the soul.” The prophet Isaiah assured even the wicked that when they “return unto the Lord, … he will have mercy … [and] abundantly pardon.” Alma taught, “Behold, he sendeth an invitation unto all men, for the arms of mercy are extended towards them.” The risen Lord told the Nephites, “Behold, mine arm of mercy is extended towards you, and whosoever will come, him will I receive.” From these and many other scriptural teachings, we know that our loving Savior opens His arms to receive all men and women on the loving conditions He has prescribed to enjoy the greatest blessings God has for His children.” (April 2019 General Conference, Cleansed by Repentance)
Elder David A. Bednar [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “For example, an account in a volume of scripture known as the Book of Mormon highlights a dream received by an ancient prophet-leader named Lehi. The central feature in Lehi’s dream is the tree of life—which is a representation of “the love of God” that is “most desirable above all things” and “most joyous to the soul.” …

The greatest manifestation of God’s love for His children is the mortal ministry, atoning sacrifice, and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fruit on the tree can be considered a symbol for the blessings of the Savior’s Atonement.

Lehi’s instant response to partaking of the fruit of the tree and experiencing great joy was an increased desire to share with and serve his family. Thus, as he turned to Christ, he also turned outward in love and service.” (October 2014 General Conference, Come and See)
Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi [Of the Seventy] said, “We can partake of “the love of God,” “the tree of life,” and drink from “the fountain of living waters” daily by communing with our Holy Father, immersing ourselves in the scriptures, and meditation. Then the Lord will bless us to be more sensitive to speak to those souls which He has prepared for us.” (April 2000 General Conference, Heavenly Father Has a Special Plan)
Susan H. Porter [First Counselor in the Primary General Presidency] said, “Sometimes we mistakenly think that we can feel God’s love only after we have followed the iron rod and partaken of the fruit. God’s love, however, not only is received by those who come to the tree but is the very power that motivates us to seek that tree.

“Wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things,” Nephi taught, and the angel exclaimed, ‘Yea, and the most joyous to the soul.’” (October 2021 General Conference, The Most Joyous to the Soul)
Bonnie D. Parkin [Relief Society General President] said, “Do we frequently reject the Lord’s love that He pours out upon us in much more abundance than we are willing to receive? Do we think we have to be perfect in order to deserve His love? When we allow ourselves to feel “encircled about eternally in the arms of his love,” we feel safe, and we realize that we don’t need to be immediately perfect. We must acknowledge that perfection is a process. This is a gospel of eternal progress, and we must remember to appreciate the journey. Eternal means “without beginning or end,” so the encircling of His love is there for us every day. Remember, it’s constant—even when we don’t recognize it. I love Nephi’s description of this great gift: “The love of God … sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things … and the most joyous to the soul.’” (October 2006 General Conference, Eternally Encircled in His Love)
Elder Neil L. Andersen [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “This precious fruit symbolizes the wondrous blessings of the Savior’s incomparable Atonement. Not only will we live again following our mortality, but through our faith in Jesus Christ, our repentance, and our keeping the commandments, we can be forgiven of our sins and one day stand clean and pure before our Father and His Son.

Partaking of the fruit of the tree also symbolizes that we embrace the ordinances and covenants of the restored gospel﻿—being baptized, receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, and entering the house of the Lord to be endowed with power from on high. Through the grace of Jesus Christ and by honoring our covenants, we receive the immeasurable promise of living with our righteous family throughout eternity.

No wonder the angel described the fruit as ‘the most joyous to the soul.’” (October 2019 General Conference, Fruit)
Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi [Of the Seventy] said, “My dear friends who are within the sound of my voice, you are a son or daughter of Heavenly Father. You were once in His holy presence. I know that your Heavenly Father has a special plan for you and your family to return to live with Him. Let’s go home. Let us prepare to go home to our Heavenly Father’s place.

We want to share with you your Heavenly Father’s love. You will find the love of God, which is ‘the most joyous.’” (April 2000 General Conference, Heavenly Father Has a Special Plan)
Elder G. Homer Durham [Of the First Quorum of the Seventy] said, “I love the words of King Benjamin as we find them in Mosiah: “And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God.”

The world needs to remember this and to know that it derives from the “love of God” which Nephi declared was “abroad in the hearts of the children of men,” that all of us need to be awakened to its presence within us. And that, brethren, is part of our great mission.

Nephi said that this love of God is “the most desirable above all things,” and the angel confirmed this to him in that great interview by saying, “Yea, and the most joyous, to the soul.” The world needs to know of this joy, and this is our great charge as priesthood bearers, to so strive to bless the world. We may well begin in our own homes.” (April 1977 General Conference, The Validity of the Gospel)
Elder Gene R. Cook [Of the Seventy] said, “The Lord said that charity is “the pure love of Christ,” that which is “most joyous to the soul,” “the greatest of all the gifts of God,” “perfect” and “everlasting.” As difficult as charity is to describe, it is rather easily recognized in the lives of those who possess it. …


[“There is one virtue, attribute, or principle, which, if cherished and practiced by the Saints, would prove salvation to thousands upon thousands. I allude to charity, or love, from which proceed forgiveness, long suffering, kindness, and patience” (Brigham Young)]” (April 2002 General Conference, Charity: Perfect and Everlasting Love & Note 5)
1 Nephi 11:24–25
24 And after he had said these words, he said unto me: Look! And I looked, and I beheld the Son of God going forth among the children of men; and I saw many fall down at his feet and worship him.

25 And it came to pass that I beheld that the rod of iron, which my father had seen, was the word of God, which led to the fountain of living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters are a representation of the love of God; and I also beheld that the tree of life was a representation of the love of God.
Elder L. Tom Perry [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “In Lehi’s dream, he beheld many seeking to come forward to partake of this delicious fruit, which was defined as the love of God. A rod of iron, meaning the word of God, would lead them to the tree. However, there was also a mist of darkness, or temptation, along the path that caused many to become lost along the way.” (October 1995 General Conference, “If Ye Are Prepared Ye Shall Not Fear”)
Elder Robert M. Daines [Of the Seventy] said, A few years ago, I got a calling I didn’t feel up to. I awoke early, nervous—but with a phrase in mind I had not heard before: that to serve in this Church is to stand in the river of God’s love for His children. This Church is a work party of people with picks and shovels trying to help clear the channel for the river of God’s love to reach His children at the end of the row.

Whoever you are, whatever your past, there is room for you in this Church.

Grab a pick and shovel and join the team. Help carry His love to His children, and some of it will splash on you.” (October 2023 General Conference, Sir, We Would Like to See Jesus)
Elder Ronald A. Rasband [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “We, like the ten virgins, have lamps; but do we have oil? I fear there are some who are just getting by on a thin skiff of oil, too busy with worldly pressures to properly prepare. Oil comes from believing and acting on prophecy and the words of living prophets, President Nelson in particular, his counselors, and the Twelve Apostles. Oil fills our souls when we hear and feel the Holy Ghost and act on that divine guidance. Oil pours into our hearts when our choices show we love the Lord and we love what He loves. Oil comes from repenting and seeking the healing of the Atonement of Jesus Christ.

If some of you are looking to fill what some call “a bucket list,” this is it: fill your bucket with oil in the form of the living water of Jesus Christ, [Just as water is critical to mortal life, Jesus Christ and His teachings (living water) are critical for eternal life] which is a representation of His life and teachings. In contrast, checking off a far-off place or a spectacular event will never leave your soul feeling whole or satisfied; living the doctrine taught by Jesus Christ will. I mentioned examples earlier: embrace prophecy and prophetic teachings, act on promptings of the Holy Ghost, become a true disciple, and seek the healing power of our Lord’s Atonement. That bucket list will take you somewhere you want to go—back to your Father in Heaven.” (April 2023 General Conference, Hosanna to the Most High God)
Elder Russell M. Nelson [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “From the Book of Mormon we learn about multitudes who were “continually holding fast to the rod of iron,” likening it to “the word of God.” Anchored in truth, that iron rod is immovable and immutable.” (October 2001 General Conference, “Set in Order Thy House”)

Mary N. Cook [First Counselor in the Young Women General Presidency] said, “From the Book of Mormon we learn about those on the path who were “continually holding fast to the rod of iron,” likening it to “the word of God.” In today’s world replete with temptations, “holding fast” can be challenging, as Satan in his conniving ways tries to pull us away from God’s ways. If we have one hand on the rod and one hand in the world, we put our children and youth in danger of losing their way on the path.

Parents, grandparents, and leaders, your message must be clear. Clarity can only result from having both hands on the rod and from living by the truths found in the scriptures and the words of latter-day prophets. You may not be raising a prophet …, but you are certainly raising tomorrow’s leaders, and your actions are just as tangibly linked to their faith.” (October 2010 General Conference, Be an Example of the Believers)
Elder Neil L. Andersen [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “What does this tree with its most precious fruit symbolize? It represents “the love of God” and proclaims our Heavenly Father’s marvelous plan of redemption. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

This precious fruit symbolizes the wondrous blessings of the Savior’s incomparable Atonement. Not only will we live again following our mortality, but through our faith in Jesus Christ, our repentance, and our keeping the commandments, we can be forgiven of our sins and one day stand clean and pure before our Father and His Son.

Partaking of the fruit of the tree also symbolizes that we embrace the ordinances and covenants of the restored gospel﻿—being baptized, receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, and entering the house of the Lord to be endowed with power from on high. Through the grace of Jesus Christ and by honoring our covenants, we receive the immeasurable promise of living with our righteous family throughout eternity.

No wonder the angel described the fruit as ‘the most joyous to the soul.’” (October 2019 General Conference, Fruit)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Laman and Lemuel did not partake of the tree of life, which is the love of God. The love of God for His children is most profoundly expressed in His gift of Jesus as our Redeemer: “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.” To partake of the love of God is to partake of Jesus’ Atonement and the emancipations and joys which it can bring.” (October 1999 General Conference, Lessons from Laman and Lemuel)
Aileen H. Clyde [Second Counselor in the Relief Society General Presidency] said, “What will make it not possible for his disciples to be deceived is the capacity to discern the voice of truth from among all others that ask for our obedience. The word of God given us in scripture is, indeed, an iron rod which leads us on the path to eternal life. There the truth is spelled out; it can be held on to; it has been tried in the experience of generations. But not all truth brings a long tradition of acceptance with it. It requires us to know it when we see it. The Spirit must witness these things to us, make us recognize them as true—as of God.” (October 1995 General Conference, What Is Relied Society For?)
President Thomas S. Monson [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] taught, “Ours is the responsibility to teach, to lift, to build, and to inspire our fellowmen, for “the worth of souls is great in the sight of God.” There are examples all around us of those who have recognized in others the need, even the thirst, for these “living waters” and, who have through their own lives and service quenched this thirst and blessed these lives.” (April 1991 General Conference, A Royal Priesthood)
President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “When pride has a hold on our hearts, we lose our independence of the world and deliver our freedoms to the bondage of men’s judgment. The world shouts louder than the whisperings of the Holy Ghost. The reasoning of men overrides the revelations of God, and the proud let go of the iron rod.” (April 1989 General Conference, Beware of Pride)
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “In the Book of Mormon, the word of God is referred to as an iron rod. …
Nephi taught that by clinging to the word of God, as though it be a handrail, we would be able to avoid temptations and not lose our way in darkness. Thus, we would remain on the narrow path.

Using another apt symbol, the Psalmist wrote: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”

God’s word, then, is the light for our path, the iron rod or railing to which we can cling. It provides the limiting lines that we must not cross if we are to reach our destination.

Through daily study of the scriptures and the words of the modern-day prophets, we can keep our values in line with the will of our Heavenly Father. The scriptures lead us ‘to the fountain of living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters are a representation of the love of God.’” (October 1990 General Conference, The Straight and Narrow Way)
President Ezra Taft Benson [President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Lehi, Nephi’s father, lived an exemplary life. He had a vision in which he “beheld a tree, whose fruit was desirable to make one happy.” This tree represented the love of God. Lehi partook of its fruit, which “filled [his] soul with exceedingly great joy.” After he had a personal testimony of its goodness, he took the next step of inviting his family to also partake.

Fathers, here is a divine pattern: As the leader of the family, Lehi first taught by example. He led out in righteousness—in conversion to Christ. Then he taught by word, saying, ‘Believe as I believe.’” (October 1985 General Conference, Worthy Fathers, Worthy Sons)

Elder David B. Haight [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Outside of our church, many watch in amazement at this consistent expansion in spite of popular secularism. We hope they may one day know of the joy and happiness available to the Saints who hold fast to the iron rod of gospel truth, which they treasure as dearly as life itself and which they maintain by their abiding faith.” (April 1988 General Conference, Our Lord and Savior)
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “The ideal course of life is not always easy. Comparatively few will find it and complete it. It is not a well-marked freeway, but a narrow path with only one entrance. The way to eternal life is straight and narrow. When I think of staying on the right path, I am reminded of Lehi’s dream about the tree of life. In it, the love of God was likened to a tree that bore delicious fruit, fruit that was desirable above all others. As Nephi recorded his father’s words: “And I also beheld a strait and narrow path, which came along by the rod of iron, even to the tree. … And I saw numberless concourses of people, many of whom were pressing forward, that they might obtain the path which led unto the tree.” Many of these people later “fell away into forbidden paths and were lost.” But those who ignored the scoffing and ridicule of the world and held tightly to the rod of iron enjoyed the fruit of the tree. The rod of iron represents the word of God, that leads us to the love of God. You must hold firmly to the rod of iron through the mists and darknesses, the hardships and trials of life. If you relax your grip and slip from the path, the iron rod might become lost in the darkness for a time until you repent and regain your grasp of it.” (October 1989 General Conference, Running Your Marathon)
President Nathan Eldon Tanner [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] said, “May we all hold fast to the iron rod, which is the word of God, and listen to the prophet's voice and serve God and keep his commandments that he may continue to lead us in the paths of righteousness to immortality and eternal life, …” (April 1964 General Conference, “The Heavens Are Open)

President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “The great and spacious building which Lehi saw was the pride of the world where the multitude of the earth was gathered. Those who walked the straight and narrow path and held onto the word of God and partook of the love of God were mocked and scorned by those in the building.” (April 1986 General Conference, Cleansing the Inner Vessel)
Elder Delbert L. Stapley [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Nephi learned from the angel that the rod of iron seen by his father was the word of God, which word, if accepted and lived, will lead mankind to the tree of life and to the fountain of living waters, which waters are a representation of the love of God. Nephi beheld also that the tree of life is a representation of the love of God.

Man's duty, therefore, is to seek earnestly for the word of the Lord; and when he finds it, if he is sincere in his desires, he will enter into that straight and narrow path that will take him to the tree of life where he can partake of the fruit thereof. Remaining true, he will not fall into the byways of wickedness and sin but continue on to the eternal mansions prepared of God for the faithful and worthy of his children.” (April 1966 General Conference, The Vision of Lehi)
Elder Delbert L. Stapley [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Notwithstanding the numerous institutions of secular and theological learning, the human family, by and large, are groping in the mists of moral and spiritual darkness. Sin and vice, prideful exaltation of the human mind, and the pursuit of harmful pleasures blur men's perception, dull their sense of values, and obscure their vision of the rod of iron, or the word of God, which alone leads to eternal life.” (April 1966 General Conference, The Vision of Lehi)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “If we will endure to the end, we will have an inheritance in this world when it is resurrected and made anew. Moreover, it says there will be no more death. What! A world without death? A world thickly populated as this creation will be? What a joyful creation! The tree of life will be on the earth in the midst of that city that will descend on the earth, and whoever eats of the fruit of that tree will live forever, just the same as the tree of life was placed upon the earth before Adam transgressed. Anyone eating of the fruit of that tree could not die, for the decree of the Lord had gone forth, and his word must be fulfilled.” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, August 1, 1880; Journal of Discourses, 21:328)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “What will be the condition of the people who dwell upon that glorious celestial world? They will have the presence of God the Father with them. They will be permitted to dwell where he is. He will light up that world; they will have no need of the rays of the sun, as we now have, neither of the moon, nor stars, so far as light is concerned, for the Lord God will be their light and their glory from that time henceforth and forever. In this new creation the tree of life will flourish and grow. All beings that partake of the fruit of the tree of life will be constituted, so that they will live forever and ever.” (Discourse delivered at Mount Pleasant, Utah, November 12, 1879; Journal of Discourses, 21:205)
Elder Erastus Snow [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “My earnest desire is that the Spirit may spread abroad among all people and take deep root in their hearts, not only throughout the Stakes of Zion, but throughout the earth. Dark clouds may gather around us from time to time; then is the time not to fear, but to watch and pray and patiently await the Lord of Hosts to dispel them and cause the sun to shine again upon us; remembering the vision of Nephi, in which he saw the rod of iron which led to the tree of life, along the turbulent stream of muddy water, and through mists and clouds which at intervals beset his pathway; and that those who clung to it were led safely through and reached the tree and partook of the fruit thereof, while those who ceased their hold to the rod of iron wandered off and were lost.” (Discourse delivered at the General Conference, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 8, 1879; Journal of Discourses, 20:374)
Elder George Q. Cannon [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “My prayer is that we as a people may be obedient to the servants of God, honor and uphold the Priesthood under all circumstances, and cling to the rod of iron which leadeth to the tree of life, that, finally, we may be found at the right hand of our Father and God, and be counted worthy to sit down with Jesus, the holy Prophets and Apostles, having fought the good fight of faith and overcome.” (Remarks made in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, October 23, 1864; Journal of Discourses, 10:348)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “But all these great Prophets, Seers and Revelators had to experience their seasons of darkness and trial, and had to show their integrity before God in the midst of the difficulties they had to encounter. Shall the Latter-day Saints despond, then, because they may have seasons of darkness, and may be brought into trials and difficulties? No! Let us be steadfast, holding fast to the rod of iron—the word of God—and to our honesty, integrity and uprightness, that God may be well pleased with us whether we have much or little of the Spirit. I do not know how we could have many trials, if we were all the time filled with the Spirit and continually having revelations.” (Discourse delivered in the 13th Ward Assembly Rooms, November 24, 1872; Journal of Discourses, 15:236)
1 Nephi 11:26
26 And the angel said unto me again: Look and behold the condescension of God!
Elder Quentin L. Cook [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “The Savior’s example of humility and sacrifice for all mankind is the most profound event in history. The Savior, even as a member of the Godhead, was willing to come to earth as a lowly infant and begin an existence that included teaching and healing His brothers and sisters and ultimately suffering indescribable pain in Gethsemane and on the cross in order to perfect His Atonement. This act of love and humility on the part of Christ is known as His condescension. He did this for every man and woman God has created or will create.” (October 2017 General Conference, The Eternal Everyday)
Elder John M. Madsen [Of the Seventy] said, “He is Jesus Christ, who, before condescending to “come down from heaven” to dwell “among the children of men.” was none other than the “Great Jehovah,” “the God of Abraham, and … Isaac, and … of Jacob,” “the Holy One of Israel,” who gave “the law” unto Moses on the mount!” (April 1993 General Conference, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God)
1 Nephi 11:27
27 And I looked and beheld the Redeemer of the world, of whom my father had spoken; and I also beheld the prophet who should prepare the way before him. And the Lamb of God went forth and was baptized of him; and after he was baptized, I beheld the heavens open, and the Holy Ghost come down out of heaven and abide upon him in the form of a dove.
President Joseph Smith [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “How is it that John was considered one of the greatest prophets? His miracles could not have constituted his greatness.
First. He was entrusted with a divine mission of preparing the way before the face of the Lord. Whoever had such a trust committed to him before or since? No man.

Secondly. He was entrusted with the important mission, and it was required at his hands, to baptize the Son of Man. Whoever had the honor of doing that? Whoever had so great a privilege and glory? Whoever led the Son of God into the waters of baptism, and had the privilege of beholding the Holy Ghost descend in the form of a dove, or rather in the sign of the dove, in witness of that administration? The sign of the dove was instituted before the creation of the world, a witness for the Holy Ghost, and the devil cannot come in the sign of a dove. The Holy Ghost is a personage, and is in the form of a personage. It does not confine itself to the form of the dove, but in sign of the dove. The Holy Ghost cannot be transformed into a dove; but the sign of a dove was given to John to signify the truth of the deed, as the dove is an emblem or token of truth and innocence.

Thirdly. John, at that time, was the only legal administrator in the affairs of the kingdom there was then on the earth, and holding the keys of power. The Jews had to obey his instructions or be damned, by their own law; and Christ Himself fulfilled all righteousness in becoming obedient to the law which he had given to Moses on the mount, and thereby magnified it and made it honorable, instead of destroying it. The son of Zacharias wrested the keys, the kingdom, the power, the glory from the Jews, by the holy anointing and decree of heaven, and these three reasons constitute him the greatest prophet born of a woman.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 275-276)
President Heber C. Kimball [First Counselor in the First Presidency] said, “Baptism is an imitation—the candidate is buried in water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, in likeness of the death of Christ, and then he is raised up out of the water in likeness of his resurrection. The Holy Ghost descended on the Savior in the form of a dove after he was baptized; in imitation of this, we receive the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands. Even in the endowments, there is not a solitary thing but what is an imitation of the Son or the Father in some way or other; and all this is done to keep us in remembrance of him.” (Remarks made in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, May 4, 1862; Journal of Discourses, 10:43)
1 Nephi 11:28
28 And I beheld that he went forth ministering unto the people, in power and great glory; and the multitudes were gathered together to hear him; and I beheld that they cast him out from among them.
President Nathan Eldon Tanner [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] said, “In the Book of Mormon we find that from six hundred years before Christ until the time of his coming many American prophets from Lehi to the Lamanite prophet Samuel had foretold that he would be born of a virgin, that he was the Only Begotten Son of God in the flesh, that he would heal the sick and bless the poor, that he would minister among the people in power and glory, but that he would be judged and crucified by man …” (October 1964 General Conference, Testimonies to the Divinity of Jesus Christ)
1 Nephi 11:29–33
29 And I also beheld twelve others following him. And it came to pass that they were carried away in the Spirit from before my face, and I saw them not.

30 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying: Look! And I looked, and I beheld the heavens open again, and I saw angels descending upon the children of men; and they did minister unto them.

31 And he spake unto me again, saying: Look! And I looked, and I beheld the Lamb of God going forth among the children of men. And I beheld multitudes of people who were sick, and who were afflicted with all manner of diseases, and with devils and unclean spirits; and the angel spake and showed all these things unto me. And they were healed by the power of the Lamb of God; and the devils and the unclean spirits were cast out.

32 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying: Look! And I looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was taken by the people; yea, the Son of the everlasting God was judged of the world; and I saw and bear record.

33 And I, Nephi, saw that he was lifted up upon the cross and slain for the sins of the world.
Elder Kent F. Richards [Of the Seventy] said, “Perhaps His most significant work is in the ongoing labor with each of us individually to lift, to bless, to strengthen, to sustain, to guide, and to forgive us.

As Nephi saw in vision, much of Christ’s mortal ministry was devoted to blessing and healing the sick with all kinds of maladies—physical, emotional, and spiritual.” (April 2011 General Conference, The Atonement Covers all Pain)
Elder Gerrit W. Gong [Of the Presidency of the Seventy] said, “The scriptures describe resurrection as “every limb and joint shall be restored to … their proper and perfect frame,” and “even a hair of the head shall not be lost.” That being so, please consider how it is that our Savior’s perfect, resurrected body still bears the wounds in His side and the nail prints in His hands and feet.
At times in history, mortal men have been executed by crucifixion. But only our Savior, Jesus Christ, embraces us still carrying the marks of His pure love. Only He fulfills the prophecy of being lifted up upon the cross that He might draw each of us, by name, to Him.” (April 2016 General Conference, Always Remember Him)
Elder John M. Madsen [Of the Seventy] said, “He is Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God,” who was “judged of the world, … lifted up upon the cross” and “crucified” ‘to atone for the sins of the world.’” (April 1993 General Conference, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God)
Elder Spencer V. Jones [Of the Seventy] said, “In the Garden of Gethsemane, as Christ demonstrated perfect obedience, His anguish caused Him, “even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit.” Then He allowed Himself to be ‘lifted up upon the cross and slain for the sins of the world.’” (April 2003 General Conference, Overcoming the Stench of Sin)
1 Nephi 11:34–36
34 And after he was slain I saw the multitudes of the earth, that they were gathered together to fight against the apostles of the Lamb; for thus were the twelve called by the angel of the Lord.

35 And the multitude of the earth was gathered together; and I beheld that they were in a large and spacious building, like unto the building which my father saw. And the angel of the Lord spake unto me again, saying: Behold the world and the wisdom thereof; yea, behold the house of Israel hath gathered together to fight against the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

36 And it came to pass that I saw and bear record, that the great and spacious building was the pride of the world; and it fell, and the fall thereof was exceedingly great. And the angel of the Lord spake unto me again, saying: Thus shall be the destruction of all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, that shall fight against the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
Elder Dallin H. Oaks [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Lehi’s dream shows that those who seek to follow the iron rod, the word of God, will encounter the opposition of the world. The occupants of the “great and spacious building” Lehi saw were “mocking and pointing” the “finger of scorn.” In his vision interpreting this dream, Nephi learned that this ridicule and opposition came from “the multitudes of the earth, … the world and the wisdom thereof; … the pride of the world.”

What is the meaning of these scriptural cautions and commandments not to be “of the world” or the modern commandment to “forsake the world”? President Thomas S. Monson summarized these teachings: ‘We must be vigilant in a world which has moved so far from that which is spiritual. It is essential that we reject anything that does not conform to our standards, refusing in the process to surrender that which we desire most: eternal life in the kingdom of God.’” (October 2017 General Conference, The Plan and the Proclamation)
President Harold B. Lee [First Counselor in the First Presidency] taught, “The rod of iron as seen in the vision interpreted was the word of God, or the gospel of Jesus Christ, which led to the tree of life that the Master explained to the woman at the well in Samaria was as “a well of [living] water springing up into everlasting life.”

Those, as seen in the vision, who were across the river pointing fingers of scorn represented the multitudes of the earth which are gathered together to fight against the apostles of the Lamb of God. The scorners, so the Lord revealed, represented the so-called wisdom of the world, and the building itself in which they were gathered was the “pride of the world.”

If there is any one thing most needed in this time of tumult and frustration, when men and women and youth and young adults are desperately seeking for answers to the problems which afflict mankind, it is an “iron rod” as a safe guide along the straight path on the way to eternal life, amidst the strange and devious roadways that would eventually lead to destruction and to the ruin of all that is ‘virtuous, lovely, or of good report.’” (April 1971 General Conference, The Iron Rod)
Elder Quentin L. Cook [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “The great introductory vision in the Book of Mormon is Lehi’s prophetic dream of the tree of life. This vision starkly describes the challenges to faith that exist in our day and the great divide between those who love, worship, and feel accountable to God and those who do not. Lehi explains some of the conduct that destroys faith. Some are proud, vain, and foolish. They are interested only in the so-called wisdom of the world. Others have some interest in God but are lost in worldly mists of darkness and sin. Some have tasted of the love of God and His word but feel ashamed because of those mocking them and fall away into ‘forbidden paths.’” (April 2012 General Conference, In Tune With the Music of Faith)
Elder Neil L. Andersen [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “After tasting of the fruit, Lehi saw “a great and spacious building … filled with people … old and young, … male and female; and their … dress was exceedingly fine; and they were … mocking and pointing their fingers [of scorn] towards those who … were partaking of the fruit.” An angel explained that the mocking, the scoffing, the fingers of scorn represented the pride and wisdom of the world.

Nephi declared plainly, “We heeded them not.”
As disciples of Christ, we stand apart from the world. There may be times we feel uncomfortable as the fingers of scorn mock and dismiss what is sacred to us. [President Boyd K. Packer said, “Largely because of television [and the Internet], instead of looking over into that spacious building, we are, in effect, living inside of it.”] President Thomas S. Monson warned, “Unless the roots of your testimony are firmly planted, it will be difficult for you to withstand the ridicule of those who challenge your faith.” [President Thomas S. Monson said, “The great and spacious building in Lehi’s vision represents those in the world who mock God’s word and who ridicule those who embrace it and who love the Savior and live the commandments.”] Nephi said, ‘[Heed] them not.’” (October 2010 General Conference, Never Leave Him and Notes 27 & 28)
Elder Dallin H. Oaks [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “We live in a time when sacrifice is definitely out of fashion, when the outside forces that taught our ancestors the need for unselfish cooperative service have diminished. Someone has called this the “me” generation—a selfish time when everyone seems to be asking, what’s in it for me? Even some who should know better seem to be straining to win the praise of those who mock and scoff from the “great and spacious building” identified in vision as the pride of the world.” (April 2009 General Conference, Unselfish Service)
President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “Pride affects all of us at various times and in various degrees. Now you can see why the building in Lehi’s dream that represents the pride of the world was large and spacious and great was the multitude that did enter into it.

Pride is the universal sin, the great vice. Yes, pride is the universal sin, the great vice.

The antidote for pride is humility—meekness, submissiveness. It is the broken heart and contrite spirit. …


God will have a humble people. Either we can choose to be humble or we can be compelled to be humble. …


Let us choose to be humble.” (April 1989 General Conference, Beware of Pride)
President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “When the earth is cleansed by burning in the last days, the proud shall be as stubble.

The great and spacious building which Lehi saw was the pride of the world where the multitude of the earth was gathered. Those who walked the straight and narrow path and held onto the word of God and partook of the love of God were mocked and scorned by those in the building.

“The humble followers of Christ” are few. …

Was it not through pride that the devil became the devil? Christ wanted to serve. The devil wanted to rule. Christ wanted to bring men to where He was. The devil wanted to be above men.” (April 1986 General Conference, Cleansing the Inner Vessel)
Elder Delbert L. Stapley [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “The great and spacious building. in addition to representing the pride and vain imaginations of men, stands for the mockery and ridicule of the world. Our generation should be reminded that scoffers are far from the kingdom of God. Those who allow the ridicule of men to make them embarrassed by the cause, the standards, or the obligations that they have espoused as true followers of Christ, and are turned thereby from the straight and narrow path of truth and righteousness, are those who form the stony ground in which the seed sown soon withers and dies. Those who are drowned in the depths of the fountain refer to those who are engulfed in the quagmire of evil-mindedness, sin, and corruption; therefore, the wicked sink to destruction in the river of filth, and the depths thereof are the depths of hell.

Passing through the mist and clinging steadfastly to the iron rod, the faithful pass triumphantly through the temptations that beset man's mortal pilgrimage to the cherished goal of eternal life with God.

In man's search for happiness and his climb to eternal joy, there can be no relaxation, no deviation from the straight and narrow path; nor can he lose a firm hold upon the iron rod, which is the word of God. He must set aside the things of the world as he travels the path which leads to exaltation and glory in the kingdom of God.” (April 1966 General Conference, The Vision of Lehi)
Stephen W. Owen [Young Men General President] said, “In his dream, Lehi saw people who partook of the fruit but then abandoned it because of the influence of the great and spacious building, the pride of the world. It is possible for young people to be raised in a Latter-day Saint home, attend all the right Church meetings and classes, even participate in ordinances in the temple, and then walk away “into forbidden paths and [become] lost.” Why does this happen? In many cases it is because, while they may have been going through the motions of spirituality, they were not truly converted. They were fed but not nourished.” (October 2019 General Conference, Be Faithful, Not Faithless)
Elder Robert S. Wood [Of the Seventy] said, “It is far too easy sometimes to fall into a spirit of mockery and cynicism in dealing with those of contrary views. We demoralize or demean so as to bring others or their ideas in contempt. It is a primary tool of those who occupy the large and spacious building that Father Lehi saw in vision. Jude, the brother of Christ, warned that “there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.”

Closely related to mockery is a spirit of cynicism. Cynics are disposed to find and to catch at fault. Implicitly or explicitly, they display a sneering disbelief in sincerity and rectitude. Isaiah spoke of those who “watch for iniquity” and ‘make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought.’” (April 2006 General Conference, Instruments of the Lord’s Peace)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Notably, at the last day the adversary “will not support” those who followed him anyway. He cannot. Jesus will triumph majestically, and the adversary’s clever constructs, “pleasing to the carnal mind,” will also collapse, and ‘the fall thereof will be exceedingly great.’” (October 2003 General Conference, How Choice a Seer!)
Elder L. Tom Perry [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “It is this part of Lehi’s dream I would like to comment on today. The current cries we hear coming from the great and spacious building tempt us to compete for ownership in the things of this world. We think we need a larger home, with a three-car garage, a recreational vehicle parked next to it. We long for designer clothes, extra TV sets, all with VCRs, the latest model computers, and the newest car. Often these items are purchased with borrowed money, without giving any thought to providing for our future needs. The result of all this instant gratification is overloaded bankruptcy courts and families that are far too preoccupied with their financial burdens.” (October 1995 General Conference, “If Ye Are Prepared Ye Shall Not Fear”)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “We surely have been warned and forewarned about our time, a period in which the compression of challenges may make a year seem like a decade. Members will be cleverly mocked and scorned by those in the “great and spacious building,” representing the pride of the world. No matter, for ere long, He who was raised on the third day will raze that spacious but third-class hotel!” (April 1987 General Conference, “Overcome… Even As I Also Overcame”)
Elder Delbert L. Stapley [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “The great and spacious building was the pride of the world which fell and said the angel, “Thus shall be the destruction of all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, that shall fight against the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” The building was filled with human beings—fools and scoffers—who, with their ribaldry, succeeded in making apostates and transgressors of some of those who had tasted of the fruit of the tree of life. The inmates of the building delighted in mocking and scoffing at those who desired to do right.” (April 1966 General Conference, The Vision of Lehi)
1 Nephi 11:1–36
Elder David A. Bednar [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “What was the symbolism of the tree in Lehi’s vision? The tree can be considered as a representation of Jesus Christ. [I explained this principle in a devotional in 2017: “Alma … ‘began to preach the word of God unto the people, entering into their synagogues, and into their houses; yea, and even they did preach the word in their streets.’ He also compared the word of God to a seed. “‘Now, if ye give place, that a seed may be planted in your heart, behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed, if ye do not cast it out by your unbelief, that ye will resist the Spirit of the Lord, behold, it will begin to swell within your breasts; and when you feel these swelling motions, ye will begin to say within yourselves—It must needs be that this is a good seed, or that the word is good, for it beginneth to enlarge my soul; yea, it beginneth to enlighten my understanding, yea, it beginneth to be delicious to me.’ “Interestingly, a good seed becomes a tree as it is planted in the heart and begins to swell, sprout, and grow. “‘And behold, as the tree beginneth to grow, ye will say: Let us nourish it with great care, that it may get root, that it may grow up, and bring forth fruit unto us. And now behold, if ye nourish it with much care it will get root, and grow up, and bring forth fruit. “‘But if ye neglect the tree, and take no thought for its nourishment, behold it will not get any root; and when the heat of the sun cometh and scorcheth it, because it hath no root it withers away, and ye pluck it up and cast it out. “‘Now, this is not because the seed was not good, neither is it because the fruit thereof would not be desirable; but it is because your ground is barren, and ye will not nourish the tree, therefore ye cannot have the fruit thereof. “‘And thus, if ye will not nourish the word, looking forward with an eye of faith to the fruit thereof, ye can never pluck of the fruit of the tree of life. “‘But if ye will nourish the word, yea, nourish the tree as it beginneth to grow, by your faith with great diligence, and with patience, looking forward to the fruit thereof, it shall take root; and behold it shall be a tree springing up unto everlasting life.’ “… The central feature in Lehi’s dream is the tree of life—a representation of ‘the love of God.’ “‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ “The birth, life, and atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ are the greatest manifestations of God’s love for His children. As Nephi testified, this love was ‘most desirable above all things’ and ‘most joyous to the soul.’ Chapter 11 of 1 Nephi presents a detailed description of the tree of life as a symbol for the life, ministry, and sacrifice of the Savior—the ‘condescension of God.’ The tree can be considered as a representation of Christ. “One way of thinking about the fruit on the tree is as a symbol for the blessings of the Savior’s Atonement. The fruit is described as ‘desirable to make one happy’ and produces great joy and the desire to share that joy with others. “Significantly, the overarching theme of the Book of Mormon, inviting all to come unto Christ, is paramount in Lehi’s vision.]” (April 2023 General Conference, “Abide in Me, and I in You; Therefore Walk with Me”)
Elder Russell M. Nelson [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “The Holy Bible has 66 individual books; the Book of Mormon contains 15. Its first book of Nephi—written some six centuries before the birth of Jesus—records that the prophet Lehi received a vision of the tree of life. His son Nephi prayed to know its meaning. In answer, he was given a remarkable vision. He beheld a virgin bearing a Child in her arms. He envisioned the Redeemer of the world, His earthly ministry, and His Crucifixion. He saw 12 others who would follow the Holy One. And he foresaw the ongoing opposition to the work of God and of His Apostles.” (October 1999 General Conference, A Testimony of the Book of Mormon)
Elder Boyd K. Packer [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “After the people of Lehi had arrived in the Western Hemisphere, Lehi had a vision of the tree of life. His son Nephi prayed to know its meaning. In answer, he was given a remarkable vision of Christ.

In that vision he saw:

· A virgin bearing a child in her arms,

· One who should prepare the way—John the Baptist,

· The ministry of the Son of God,

· Twelve others following the Messiah,

· The heavens open and angels ministering to them,

· The multitudes blessed and healed,

· The crucifixion of the Christ,

· The wisdom and pride of the world opposing his work.

That vision is the central message of the Book of Mormon.

The Book of Mormon is in truth another testament of Jesus Christ.” (April 1986 General Conference, “The Things of My Soul)
Elder Merrill J. Bateman [Of the Seventy] said, “What was the rod of iron? Nephi defined it as the “word of God”—the words of the living prophets and the scriptures, which point people to Christ. Nephi further stated that those who hearkened and held fast to the word of God would never perish.

The tree in the dream is the tree of life, which represents God’s love for us as expressed in the condescension of the Father and the Son. Holding fast to the iron rod builds faith in Christ and his work.

The prophet Alma, living five hundred years after Lehi, was strongly impacted by Lehi’s vision of the tree of life. Alma, however, changes the imagery in an interesting way. He likens the word of God to a seed which is planted in the heart and then nourished. He states that if people will no more than desire to believe in Christ, the seed will sprout and grow, and they will feel a swelling inside as the seed enlarges the soul. The desire to believe, coupled with obedience, eventually turns to faith in Jesus Christ.

Alma states that continued nourishment will cause the seed to grow into the tree of life with fruit that is exceedingly white, sweet, and pure—“a tree springing up unto everlasting life.” In Alma’s example, the tree of life grows within each person to change his or her heart and soul. Holding fast to the iron rod in Lehi’s dream is the equivalent.” (October 1992 General Conference, Coming unto Christ by Searching the Scriptures)
President Harold B. Lee [First Counselor in the First Presidency] taught, “As with many other ancient prophets in biblical history, dreams or visions of this nature were effective means by which the Lord communicated with his people through prophet-leaders. Just so, this dream had great significance, as the Lord revealed to the prophet Lehi. The tree laden with fruit was a representation of the love of God which he sheds forth among all the children of men. The Master himself, later in his earthly ministry, explained to Nicodemus how that great love was manifested. Said he: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”; and then the Master added: “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
The rod of iron as seen in the vision interpreted was the word of God, or the gospel of Jesus Christ, which led to the tree of life that the Master explained to the woman at the well in Samaria was as “a well of [living] water springing up into everlasting life.”
Those, as seen in the vision, who were across the river pointing fingers of scorn represented the multitudes of the earth which are gathered together to fight against the apostles of the Lamb of God. The scorners, so the Lord revealed, represented the so-called wisdom of the world, and the building itself in which they were gathered was the ‘pride of the world.’” (April 1971 General Conference, The Iron Rod)
Elder Marion G. Romney [Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “In this attitude, we should learn what His will is by a study of His word, as given in the standard works of the Church and through the living prophets. This study must be made in faith, and prayerfully. We should ask the Lord to help us comprehend the Prophet's words and understand their application to us.

As an illustration of this approach, I call your attention to some Book of Mormon history. You will recall that Father Lehi had a dream, in which he saw the tree of life, the fountain of water, the iron rod, and the large and spacious building, and that when he told his sons about it, they did not understand its meaning. Nephi had such a desire to know what it meant, and such faith that the Lord could make it known unto him, that he was caught away into a high mountain and given its interpretation. When he returned to the tent of his father, he found his brothers disputing as to the meaning of the words of their father, and they were hard to understand in the wisdom of men, for Nephi says that his father spoke “many great things unto them which were hard to be understood, save a man should inquire of the Lord.” His brothers, being hard in their hearts, had not inquired of the Lord, saying that the Lord “maketh no such things known unto us.” Then Nephi said:

… How is it that ye do not keep the commandments of the Lord? How is it that ye will perish, because of the hardness of your hearts?

Do ye not remember the things which the Lord hath said? If ye will not harden your hearts, and ask me in faith, believing that ye shall receive, with diligence in keeping my commandments, surely these things shall be made known unto you.” (October 1943 General Conference, Untitled)
Elder Spencer W. Kimball [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “The first prophet Nephi was great like Moses and Brigham Young. His vision of the immeasurable future was comparable to the one received by Moses, Enoch, and Joseph Smith. lie saw the promised land, the population of Lehi's seed as numerous as the sands of the sea. He saw war, slaughter, cities destroyed. In his vision he saw the birth, life, and ministry of the Christ, his coming to the Western Hemisphere and organizing his Church here. He saw three generations of righteousness and then centuries of unrighteousness, with battles culminating in the destruction of millions, followed by centuries of degradation, scattering, persecution, and suffering. He saw nations grow out of the Eastern empires, and the kingdoms of the Gentiles arise. He saw Columbus and other explorers cross the deep, and the puritans and pilgrims settle a new country. He envisioned the Revolutionary War, the total subjugation of the descendants of Lehi, the coming of the Bible, the restoration of the gospel, the organization of the Church, the coming forth of the Book of Mormon—and the balance of his vision was not written

With undaunted faith he had preserved the brass plates; with the vision and courage of a Noah he builded ships; and with the leadership of the great he led his people to the promised land.” (April 1949 General Conference, “Who Is My Neighbor?”)
Elder LeGrand R. Curtis Jr. [Of the Seventy] said, “The greatest power of the Book of Mormon is its impact in bringing us closer to Jesus Christ. It is a strong witness of Him and His redeeming mission. Through it we come to understand the majesty and power of His Atonement. It teaches His doctrine clearly. And because of the magnificent chapters describing the visit of the risen Christ to the Nephites, we see and experience Him loving, blessing, and teaching those people and come to understand that He will do the same for us if we come to Him by living His gospel.” (October 2016 General Conference, There Is Power in the Book)
Jan E. Newman [Second Counselor in the Sunday School General Presidency] said, “Come, Follow Me is based on that truth. I compare it to the angel who helped Nephi learn about Jesus Christ by saying, “Look!” Like that angel, Come, Follow Me invites us to look in the scriptures and the words of the modern-day prophets in order to find the Savior and hear Him. Like Nephi, we will be personally tutored by the Spirit while reading and pondering the word of God. Come, Follow Me is the springboard that helps each of us to dive deeply into the living waters of the doctrine of Christ.” (April 2021 General Conference, Teaching in the Savior’s Way)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “But now having spoken so much about the benefits of this light, and how good it would be to be continually guided and instructed by the spirit of revelation, there is another thing connected with it which we perhaps do not all fully understand. Supposing a person were thus guided all the time, from waking in the morning until they retired to rest at night; and then when asleep if his dreams were given by the same spirit, and this should be the uninterrupted condition of an individual, I ask, where would be his trials? This would lead us to ask, Is it not absolutely necessary that God should in some measure, withhold even from those who walk before him in purity and integrity, a portion of his Spirit, that they may prove to themselves, their families and neighbors, and to the heavens whether they are full of integrity even in times when they have not so much of the Spirit to guide and influence them? I think that this is really necessary, consequently I do not know that we have any reason to complain of the darkness which occasionally hovers over the mind. I recollect that Lehi had a very great and important dream communicated to him, and his son Nephi had the same renewed to him. While Lehi was on his way to this country he dreamed that he wandered many hours in darkness; that there was a certain rod of iron, notwithstanding this darkness that seemed to gather around him, on which the old man leaned steadfastly. So great was the darkness that he was fearful he should lose his way if he let go the rod of iron; but he clung to it, and continued to wander on until, by and by, he was brought out into a large and spacious field, and he also was brought out to a place where it was lighter, and he saw a certain tree which bore very precious fruit. And he went forth and partook of the fruit of this tree, which was the most precious and desirable of any fruit that he had ever tasted; and it seemed to enlighten him and fill him with joy and happiness. Lehi was a good old man—a man who had been raised up as a great prophet in the midst of Jerusalem. He had prophesied in the midst of all that wickedness which surrounded the Jews; and they sought to take away his life, because of his prophecy. But notwithstanding this gift of prophecy, and the gifts of the Spirit which he enjoyed, the Lord showed him by this dream that there would be seasons of darkness through which he would have to pass, and that even then there was a guide. If he did not all the time have the Spirit of God upon him to any great extent, there was the word of God, represented by an iron rod, to guide him; and if he would hold fast to that in his hours of darkness and trial, when everything seemed to go against him, and not sever himself therefrom, it would finally bring him where he could partake of the fruit of the precious tree—the Tree of Life. Consequently I am not so sure, that it is intended for men of God to enjoy all the time a great measure of his Spirit.” (Discourse delivered in the 13th Ward Assembly Rooms, November 24, 1872; Journal of Discourses, 15:234)
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