The Book of Mormon
1 Nephi Chapter 9
1 Nephi 9:1–3
1 And all these things did my father see, and hear, and speak, as he dwelt in a tent, in the valley of Lemuel, and also a great many more things, which cannot be written upon these plates.

2 And now, as I have spoken concerning these plates, behold they are not the plates upon which I make a full account of the history of my people; for the plates upon which I make a full account of my people I have given the name of Nephi; wherefore, they are called the plates of Nephi, after mine own name; and these plates also are called the plates of Nephi.

3 Nevertheless, I have received a commandment of the Lord that I should make these plates, for the special purpose that there should be an account engraven of the ministry of my people.
Elder Boyd K. Packer [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Nephi explained:

“It mattereth not to me that I am particular to give a full account of all the things of my father, … for I desire the room that I may write of the things of God. …


Notice why he did as he did:

‘I have received a commandment of the Lord that I should make these plates, for the special purpose that there should be an account engraven of the ministry of my people.’” (April 1986 General Conference, “The Things of My Soul”)
1 Nephi 9:4
4 Upon the other plates should be engraven an account of the reign of the kings, and the wars and contentions of my people; wherefore these plates are for the more part of the ministry; and the other plates are for the more part of the reign of the kings and the wars and contentions of my people.
Elder Boyd K. Packer [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “A second record joined this saga when Lehi began the chronicles of his little band of sojourners. He kept something of a secular account of their journeys, interspersed with his revelations and teachings and spiritual experiences.

Nephi succeeded his father, Lehi, as keeper of that record, which became known as the large plates of Nephi.

Nephi wrote that “upon [these] plates should be engraven an account of the reign of the kings, and the wars and contentions of my people.”

Later, when they grew to be a numerous people, this account was kept by the kings.” (April 1986 General Conference, “The Things of My Soul”) 
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “What is there about the Book of Mormon that is inconsistent? What does it profess to be? It professes to contain the history of part of the tribe of Joseph, who came out of the land of Jerusalem 600 years before Christ, and colonized the American continent. These Indian tribes are their descendants. When they first came here, they were a righteous people, and had with them the Scriptures, containing the law of Moses. When they came here, they made plates of gold, and on them they recorded their history, wars, contentions, etc.. These plates were handed down among the ancient inhabitants of America for a thousand years after they came here. Their prophecies were recorded from generation to generation.” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, January 2, 1859; Journal of Discourses, 7:33)
1 Nephi 9:5
5 Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me to make these plates for a wise purpose in him, which purpose I know not.
Elder Gerrit W. Gong [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “When asked where meaning comes in life, most people rank family first. This includes family living and gone before. Of course, when we die, we don’t cease to exist. We continue to live on the other side of the veil.

Still very much alive, our ancestors deserve to be remembered. [1 Nephi 9:5; 1 Nephi 19:3;  Words of Mormon 1:6–7; and  Alma 37:2 speak of keeping records and remembering “for a wise purpose,” including to bless future generations.] We remember our heritage through oral histories, clan records and family stories, memorials or places of remembrance, and celebrations with photos, foods, or items which remind us of loved ones.” (April 2022 General Conference, We Each Have a Story)
Elder Robert D. Hales [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Brothers and sisters, I testify that the scriptures have been “kept and preserved [for us] by the hand of the Lord … for a wise purpose in him.” Lehi prophesied, “These plates of brass should never perish; neither should they be dimmed any more by time.” The Lord covenanted with Enos to preserve and bring forth the scriptures “in his … due time.” Of the Book of Mormon, the prophet Moroni recorded, it was “written and sealed up, and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed.” The scriptures which we have give prophecies and promises, and they have been fulfilled in our day.” (October 2006 General Conference, Holy Scriptures: The Power of God unto Our Salvation)
Elder Marvin J. Ashton [Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Sometimes when we are asked to be obedient, we do not know why, except the Lord has commanded. … Nephi followed instructions even though he didn’t fully understand the wise purpose. His obedience resulted in blessings to mankind all over the world. By not obeying our present-day leaders, we plant our seeds in stony places and may forfeit the harvest.” (October 1978 General Conference, Who Will Forfeit the Harvest?)
President Joseph Smith [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “Now, there are two things of which I am ignorant; and the Lord will not show them unto me, perhaps for a wise purpose in Himself—I mean in some respects—and they are these: Why God has suffered so great a calamity to come upon Zion, and what the great moving cause of this great affliction is; and again, by what means he will return her back to her inheritance, with songs of everlasting joy upon her head. These two things, brethren, are in part kept back that they are not plainly shown unto me; but there are some things that are plainly manifest which have incurred the displeasure of the Almighty.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 34)
President N. Eldon Tanner [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] said, “When Nephi was recording the history of his people, he explained that he had received a commandment to make two sets of records—one for an account of the ministry of his people, and the other for an account of the reign of the kings and the wars and contentions of his people. …

This, as we now know, proved to be of great importance at the time of the translation of these records. If we will only have the faith to keep the commandments, whether we fully understand them or not, we will be blessed, and just as surely, we will reap the results of disobedience.” (October 1971 General Conference, “Where Art Thou?”)
1 Nephi 9:6
6 But the Lord knoweth all things from the beginning; wherefore, he prepareth a way to accomplish all his works among the children of men; for behold, he hath all power unto the fulfilling of all his words. And thus it is. Amen.
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Meanwhile, we should not impute man’s failures to God! “Remember, remember that it is not the work of God that is frustrated, but the work of men.”

Indeed, man’s successes and failures were known from the beginning by the Lord and were taken into account by Him in the unfolding of His plan of salvation. His purposes will be fully achieved.” (1983 General Conference, “Shine As Lights in the World”)
President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “The ancient preparation of the Book of Mormon, its preservation, and its publication verify Nephi’s words that “the Lord knoweth all things from the beginning; …

We are not required to prove that the Book of Mormon is true or is an authentic record through external evidences—though there are many. It never has been the case, nor is it so now, that the studies of the learned will prove the Book of Mormon true or false. The origin, preparation, translation, and verification of the truth of the Book of Mormon have all been retained in the hands of the Lord, and the Lord makes no mistakes. You can be assured of that.” (April 1987 General Conference, The Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “His work proceeds forward almost as if in the comparative calmness of the eye of a storm. First, He reigns in the midst of His saints; soon, in all the world!

So as the shutters of human history begin to close as if before a gathering storm, and as events scurry across the human scene like so many leaves before a wild wind—those who stand before the warm glow of the gospel fire can be permitted a shiver of the soul. Yet in our circle of certitude, we know, even in the midst of all these things, that there will be no final frustration of God’s purposes. God has known ‘all things from the beginning; wherefore he prepareth a way to accomplish all his works among the children of men.’” (October 1981 General Conference, “O, Divine Redeemer”)
President Brigham Young [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “This kingdom is governed and controlled by him who knows all things; and he will bring forth the righteous, the just, the humble, and the meek of the earth, all those who serve him and keep his commandments to the enjoyment of the fulness of his glory.” (Remarks made in the Tabernacle, in Great Salt Lake City, June 17, 1866; Journal of Discourses, 11:249)
President Brigham Young [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “Not only did God foreknow the wicked and predestinate [foreordained] them, but he also foreknew the righteous and predestinated [foreordained] them; he knew that they would be conformed to the image of his Son and live according to the words of Christ, while he knew that the wicked would not fulfil the terms requisite to be conformed to the image of his Son, but would do the works of the Devil whom they would list to serve. It is written that God knows all things  and has all power. He has the rule and command of this earth, and is the Father of all the human beings that have lived, do live and will live upon it.” (Remarks made in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake City, September 28, 1862; Journal of Discourses, 10:5)
Brian K. Ashton [Second Counselor in the Sunday School General Presidency] said, “To become like the Father, we must develop His character traits. Heavenly Father’s perfections and attributes include the following:
· The Father is “Endless and Eternal.”
· He is perfectly just, merciful, kind, long-suffering, and wants only what is best for us.
· Heavenly Father is love.
· He keeps His covenants.
· He does not change.
· He cannot lie.
· The Father is no respecter of persons.
· He knows all things—past, present, and future—from the beginning.
· Heavenly Father is more intelligent than us all.
· The Father has all power and does all that He takes into His heart to do

Brothers and sisters, we can trust in and rely upon the Father. Because He has an eternal perspective, Heavenly Father can see things we cannot.” (October 2016 General Conference, The Father)
President Ezra Taft Benson [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “Let us consider some of the attributes of our Lord, as found in the Book of Mormon, that show that Jesus is the Christ. Then let us confirm each of those attributes about Him with a brief quote from the Book of Mormon.

He is Alive: “The life of the world … a life which is endless.”

He is Constant: “The same yesterday, today, and forever.”

He is the Creator: “He created all things, both in heaven and in earth.”

He is the Exemplar: He “set the example. … He said unto the children of men: Follow thou me.”

He is Generous: “He commandeth none that they shall not partake of his salvation.”

He is Godly: He is God.
He is Good: “All things which are good cometh of God.”

He is Gracious: “He is full of grace.”

He is the Healer: The “sick, and … afflicted with all manner of diseases … devils and unclean spirits … were healed by the power of the Lamb of God.”

He is Holy: “O how great the holiness of our God!”

He is Humble: “He humbleth himself before the Father.”

He is Joyful: “The Father hath given” Him a “fulness of joy.”

He is our Judge: We “shall be brought to stand before the bar of God, to be judged of him.”

He is Just: “The judgments of God are always just.”

He is Kind: He has “loving kindness … towards the children of men.”

He is the Lawgiver: He “gave the law.”

He is the Liberator: “There is no other head whereby ye can be made free.”

He is the Light: “The light … of the world; yea, a light that is endless, that can never be darkened.”

He is Loving: “He loveth the world, even that he layeth down his own life.”

He is the Mediator: “The great Mediator of all men.”

He is Merciful: There is a “multitude of his tender mercies.”

He is Mighty: “Mightier than all the earth.”

He is Miraculous: A “God of miracles.”

He is Obedient: Obedient unto the Father “in keeping his commandments.”

He is Omnipotent: He has “all power, both in heaven and in earth.”

He is Omniscient: “The Lord knoweth all things from the beginning.”

He is our Redeemer: “All mankind were in a lost and in a fallen state, and ever would be save they should rely on this Redeemer.”
He is the Resurrection: He brought to pass “the resurrection of the dead, being the first that should rise.”

He is Righteous: “His ways are righteousness forever.”

He is the Ruler: He rules “in the heavens above and in the earth beneath.”

He is our Savior: “There is none other name given under heaven save it be this Jesus Christ … whereby man can be saved.”

He is Sinless: He “suffereth temptation, and yieldeth not to the temptation.”

He is Truthful: “A God of truth, and canst not lie.”

He is Wise: ‘He has all wisdom.’” (October 1987 General Conference, “Come Unto Christ”)
Unrelated Bonus:
Sharon G. Larsen [Second Counselor in the Young Women General Presidency] said, “Isn’t it incredible? There are six billion people on this planet, and Heavenly Father cares what I watch for entertainment, and He cares what I eat and drink. He cares how I dress and how I earn and spend my money. He cares what I do and don’t do. Heavenly Father cares about my happiness.” (October 1999 General Conference, Agency—A Blessing and a Burden)
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