The Book of Mormon
2 Nephi Chapter 16
2 Nephi 16:1
1 In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
Elder John Taylor [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “We read of men in former times who said they gazed upon the Lord; they saw him, and his train filled the Temple. But says one, “I do not believe it.” Who cares whether you do or not? That does not invalidate the fact. Your ignorance in regard to these matters does not affect in the least, the great truths of God. And unless you yourselves have had some revelation to show you that this statement is incorrect, it is foolishness in any man to dispute these principles thus communicated.” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, June 16, 1878; Journal of Discourses, 19:365)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “We have it recorded too in this sacred Bible, that God was seen by ancient men of God. Jacob testifies as follows: “for I have seen God face to face.” I know that there are other passages of Scripture, which would seem to militate against this declaration. For instance, there is one passage which reads, “No man hath seen God at any time.” This is in direct contradiction to the testimony of Jacob. The way I reconcile this is that no natural man can see the face of God the Father and live, it would overpower him; but one quickened by the spirit, as old father Jacob was, could look upon God, and converse with him face to face, as he says he did, he must have seen a personage, a being, in his general outlines like unto himself; man, as Moses informs us, having been created in the image of God.

We might refer to many other passages of Scripture, bearing on this subject. The Prophet Isaiah saw God; he saw not only the Lord, but a great congregation in connection with him, so that his train filled the Temple. He is always represented by those who have seen him as a personage in the form of man.” (Discourse delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, November 12, 1876; Journal of Discourses, 18:289)
President Brigham Young [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “In the first chapter of Genesis and the 27th verse, speaking of the Lord creating men, it reads as plain as it can read, and He created man in His own image and likeness; and if He created Adam and Eve in His own image, the whole human family are like Him. This same truth is borne out by the Savior. Said he, when talking to his disciples: “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father;” and, “I and my Father are one.” The Scripture says that He, the Lord, came walking in the Temple, with His train; I do not know who they were, unless His wives and children; but at any rate they filled the Temple, and how many there were who could not get into the Temple I cannot say. This is the account given by Isaiah, whether he told the truth or not I leave everybody to judge for himself.” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Ogden City, Utah, November 13, 1870; Journal of Discourses, 13:309)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Again, we are informed that seventy of the Elders of Israel, at a certain time, went up into Mount Sinai, where “they saw the God of Israel;” and they describe his person, and also the appearance of the ground upon which he stood. Jacob also tells us that he saw God face to face; and we have many declarations made by many of the ancient Prophets to the effect that they saw him. Isaiah speaks of having seen him, and says that his train filled the Temple; he was accompanied by a numerous host of heavenly beings.

In all of the references, the Lord appears as a man, they saw him as a man, and those who saw him describe him as a man, as having a head, eyes, ears, mouth, etc., in common with the human family, his children. The difference, however, between man and God does not consist so much in the personal form, as in the vast, immeasurable amount of knowledge and information in possession of the Father, while we, his offspring, have but little, …” (Discourse delivered at the Fourteenth Ward Assembly Rooms, Salt Lake City, 1878; Journal of Discourses, 19:283)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “The Temple at Jerusalem will undoubtedly be built, by those who believe in the true Messiah. Its construction will be, in some respects different from the Temples now being built. It will contain the throne of the Lord, upon which he will, at times, personally sit, and will reign over the house of Israel forever. It may also contain twelve other thrones, on which the twelve ancient Apostles will sit, and judge the twelve tribes of Israel. It will, very likely, have an apartment, with a table, on which food and drink will be prepared, such as are suitable to the taste and happiness of immortal resurrected beings, thus fulfilling the words of Jesus—'Ye that have followed me in the regeneration shall eat and drink at my table, and sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’” (Discourse delivered at a Special Conference, at Logan, Utah, May 20th, 1877; Journal of Discourses, 19:20)
Elder Charles W. Penrose [later of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles (1904), and First Counselor in the First Presidency (1921)] said, “I might refer to a number of passages of Scripture in the Old Testament, showing that whenever God appeared to man, manifesting Himself to man, He appeared in the form of a man. We are told repeatedly in the Scriptures that the children of men are the sons of God. He is the Father and God of the spirits of all flesh. The spirit of man, which inhabits his body, and which is the life of the body in addition to the blood—blood being the life of the flesh, but the spirit animated all—comes from God, and is the offspring of God. Because of this, we understand what is said in 1 John, 3:2:
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

God, then, the God of the Bible, who is called Jehovah, the person who manifested Himself to Israel as Jehovah, is an individual, a personality, and He made man in His image and His likeness.” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, November 16, 1884; Journal of Discourses, 26:20)
2 Nephi 16:2–3
2 Above it stood the seraphim; each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.
Elaine L. Jack [Relief Society General President] said, “Righteous Saints are the glory of God, and there are mighty legions gathered here and in many lands.” (April 1994 General Conference, “Walk with Me”)
Elder Orson Pratt [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “So, when the Lord comes, will the elements melt and the mountains flow down at his presence with fervent heat. This will cleanse the earth as it was cleansed in the days of Noah, only by another element called fire. This is typical of the cleansing of those who embrace the plan of salvation. After you have been immersed, as this earth was, in the water, and been cleansed and received the remission of your sins, you also have the promise of baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost, by which you are purified, as well justified and sanctified from all your evil affections, and you feel to love God and that which is just and true, and to hate that which is sinful and evil. Why? Because of this sanctifying, purifying principle that comes upon you, by the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost. So must this earth be baptized by fire, it must be cleansed from all sin and impurity. Will it be filled with the Holy Ghost? Yes. These elements that melt like wax before the presence of the Lord will again be filled with his Spirit and will be renewed, and the earth itself will be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the channels of the great deep. It will enter into the elements of creation, so that the curse which came in consequence of the fall of man will be removed from the earth, and the elements will be cleansed, not only by fire but by the Spirit of the living God, which will mingle with and purify them.” (Discourse delivered in the Sixteenth Ward Meeting Rooms, Salt Lake City, November 22, 1873; Journal of Discourses, 16:319)
President Brigham Young [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “We believe the earth is to be renovated, purified, glorified, celestialized, and prepared for the habitation of the Saints, who will possess not only the silver and gold now held by the wicked nations of the world, but every good thing, … We are now beginning to get these things together and devote them to God, but, as I have remarked, some of this people cannot endure this kind of blessings. It is written, “The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Again, “And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: his glory is the fulness of the whole earth.” He will give this fulness to the Saints.” (Remarks made in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, May 25, 1862; Journal of Discourses, 9:293)
President Joseph Smith [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “

This earth will be rolled back into the presence of God, and crowned with celestial glory.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 181)
2 Nephi 16:4–5
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 ¶ Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
Elder Robert S. Wood [Of the Seventy] said, “In his general epistle, James detailed many of the things necessary to becoming holy. Among these, he included the control of language and conversation. Indeed, he said that “if any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.” In a seagoing analogy, he noted that as a small helm can drive a great ship, so the tongue might also set our course and fate. Improperly employed, the tongue “defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature.” How, he asks, can the same mouth issue forth blessings and curses?

I’ve been struck by the fact that when Isaiah received his charge from the Lord, he bemoaned that he was “a man of unclean lips” and dwelt “in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” This sin too had to be purged from Isaiah if he was to bear the word of the Lord. Is it any wonder that psalmists and prophets alike have beseeched the Lord to “set a watch” before their lips and guard the “door” of their lips, to help them sin not with their tongue.
When we speak and act, we should ask whether our words and expressions are calculated to invite the powers of heaven into our lives and to invite all to come unto Christ. We must treat sacred things with reverence. We need to eliminate from our conversations the immodest and the lewd, the violent and the threatening, the demeaning and the false. As the Apostle Peter wrote, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” The expression conversation refers here not only to speech but also to our entire comportment. As Nephi, he is inviting us to so live that we may speak with the ‘tongue of angels.’” (October 1999 General Conference, “The Tongue of Angels”)
2 Nephi 16:6–7
6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
Elder Charles W. Penrose [later of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles (1904), and First Counselor in the First Presidency (1921)] said, “It is our privilege in these public gatherings appointed for the worship of God, to have the presence of these holy ones in our midst, and to have the power of the Almighty to rest upon both speaker and hearer, that we may be fed and nourished by the bread of life that comes down from heaven, and that when we part and go to our respective callings and places of abode we may each carry with us ‘a live coal from the altar.’” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Provo, Utah, November 29, 1879; Journal of Discourses, 21:45)
President Wilford Woodruff [President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “And I have felt, both while abroad in the world, as well as at home, that when called upon to teach the Latter-day Saints or anybody else—I have felt as though my lips ought to be touched with a live coal from off the altar, and my heart filled with inspiration from Almighty God.” (Discourse delivered at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, July 20, 1883; Journal of Discourses, 24:237)
2 Nephi 16:8
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
Elder John C. Pingree Jr. [Of the Seventy] said, “I invite each of us to “yield [ourselves] unto God … as instruments of righteousness.” Yielding ourselves involves letting Him know we want to be of use, seeking His direction, and accessing His strength.

As always, we can look to Jesus Christ, our perfect example. In the pre-earth life, Heavenly Father asked, “Whom shall I send?”

And Jesus answered, “Here am I, send me.”

Jesus Christ accepted, prepared for, and performed His preordained role as our Savior and Redeemer. He did the Father’s will and completed His divine assignments.

As we follow Christ’s example and yield ourselves to God, I testify that He will also use us to further His work and to bless others.” (October 2017 General Conference, “I Have a Work for Thee”)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] said, “Even given our unprofitability, our Redeemer is still there. In fact, Jesus’ transcending service to us stretches back to premortal days. When God brought before us His plan of salvation, Jesus was there, volunteering meekly and humbly, “Here am I, send me,” saying, “Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever.” The Father, ever anxious that all be free to choose, gave Lucifer opportunity to campaign:

“Behold, here am I, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.”

Note the ego dripping from only three lines: two me’s and four I’s. Those vertical pronouns are usually accompanied by unbending knees, because the proud, as in Jesus’ parable, trust ‘in themselves that they [are] righteous, and [despise] others.’” (October 1987 General Conference, “Yet Thou Art There)
President James E. Faust [Second Counselor in the First Presidency] taught, “Like the “Little Engine That Could,” we need to be on the right track and develop our talents. …

I hope we will not be like the big passenger engine, too proud to accept the assignments we are given. …


I also hope that we will not be like the freight engine, unwilling to go the “extra mile” in service. The Master taught us that “whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.” Some of the most rewarding times of our lives are those “extra mile” hours given in service when the body says it wants to relax, but our better self emerges and says, “Here am I; send me.” 

Or, like the old engine, do we say we are too tired—or too old? I remind you that President Hinckley is 92 and still going strong!

I hope we can all be like the “Little Engine That Could.” It wasn’t very big, had only been used for switching cars, and had never been over a mountain, but it was willing. That little engine hooked on to the stranded train, chugged up to the top of the mountain, and puffed down the mountain, saying, “I thought I could.” Each of us must climb mountains that we have never climbed before.” (October 2002 General Conference, I Believe I Can, I Knew I Could)
Sharon Eubank [First Counselor in the Relief Society General Presidency] said, “Brothers and sisters, through your ministry, donations, time, and love, you have been the answer to so many prayers. And yet there is so much more to do. As baptized members of the Church, we are under covenant to care for those in need. Our individual efforts don’t necessarily require money or faraway locations; they do require the guidance of the Holy Spirit and a willing heart to say to the Lord, ‘Here am I; send me.’” (October 2021 General Conference, I Pray He’ll Use Us)
Elder H. Bruce Stucki [Of the Seventy] said, “I believe our Heavenly Father and I trust Him, and when He reveals to us, speaking through our living prophet today, that we need to do more, and more of us need to become involved in the work of bringing souls unto Christ, then we need to step forward and say, ‘Here am I; send me.’” (October 1999 General Conference, The Faith of a Sparrow: Faith and Trust in the Lord Jesus Christ)
Elder Milton R. Hunter [Of the First Council of the Seventy] said, “Another distinctive characteristic of a prophet of God is that he is chosen, appointed, and called by the Lord. He draws his knowledge from the divine fountain of truth; therefore, he speaks in the name of the Lord and as one having authority. Let us give a few examples. The Prophet Amos, in his masterful discourse at Bethel, prefaced each of his predictions by “Thus saith the Lord.” Isaiah relates his call to be a prophet as follows:

… I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here I am; send me.

And he said, Go, and tell this people.
The call of Jeremiah to be a prophet illustrates beautifully the fact that prophets are chosen, appointed, and called by the Lord. To use Jeremiah's own words:

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak for I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.

Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.
In the book of Moses we read about Enoch's call to be a prophet as follows:

And it came to pass that Enoch journeyed in the land, among the people; and as he journeyed …
… he heard a voice from heaven, saying: Enoch, my son, prophesy unto this people.
In addition to being called of the Lord, true prophets teach the people what the Lord commands them.” (April 1948 General Conference, A Prophet of God)
2 Nephi 16:9–10
9 And he said: Go and tell this people—Hear ye indeed, but they understood not; and see ye indeed, but they perceived not.

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes—lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and be converted and be healed.
President Brigham Young [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “I will take another turn in my remarks, and will say if we were known by the world as we are, truly and honestly, I will not except the Christians nor their priests; if we were known by them as we know them, there is not a priest but would pray for the Latter-day Saints. The infidel world would also pray for us, and so would the political and moral world. But they do not know what the Lord is doing through us; they are ignorant, and in their ignorance they lift themselves up against God and his Anointed, for they have no eyes to see, ears to hear, nor hearts to understand.” (Discourse delivered in the Tabernacle, Ogden City, Utah, June 3, 1871; Journal of Discourses, 14:200)
President Joseph Smith [Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and President of the Church] taught, “‘Therefore,’ says the Savior, “speak I unto them in parables because they, seeing, see not, and hearing, they hear not, neither do they understand; and in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive.”
Now we discover that the very reason assigned by this prophet, why they would not receive the Messiah, was, because they did not or would not understand; and seeing, they did not perceive; “for this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” But what saith He to His disciples? “Blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; for verily I say unto you, that many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”
We again make remark here—for we find that the very principle upon which the disciples were accounted blessed, was because they were permitted to see with their eyes and hear with their ears—that the condemnation which rested upon the multitude that received not His saying, was because they were not willing to see with their eyes, and hear with their ears; not because they could not, and were not privileged to see and hear, but because their hearts were full of iniquity and abominations; “as your fathers did, so do ye.” The prophet, foreseeing that they would thus harden their hearts, plainly declared it; and herein is the condemnation of the world; that light hath come into the world, and men choose darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil. This is so plainly taught by the Savior, that a wayfaring man need not mistake it.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 95-96)
Elder Russell M. Nelson [Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles] taught, “Early in His mortal ministry, Jesus announced that He had been sent “to heal the brokenhearted.” Wherever He taught them, His pattern was consistent. As I quote His words spoken at four different times and locations, note the pattern.

· To people of the Holy Land, the Lord said that His people “should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.”
· To people of ancient America, the resurrected Lord extended this invitation: “Return unto me, … repent of your sins, and be converted, that I may heal you.”

· To leaders of His Church, He taught, “Continue to minister; for ye know not but what they will return and repent, and come unto me with full purpose of heart, and I shall heal them.”

· Later, during the “restitution of all things,” the Lord taught the Prophet Joseph Smith regarding the pioneers, ‘After their temptations, and much tribulation, behold, I, the Lord, will feel after them, and if they harden not their hearts, and stiffen not their necks against me, they shall be converted, and I will heal them.’” (October 2005 General Conference, Jesus Christ—the Master Healer)
2 Nephi 16:11–13
No comments on these verses
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